


Instrumentation: 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets 

2 Bassoons 

4 French horns 

2 Trumpets 

3 Trombones 

Tuba 

Timpani 

Strings 
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Tohannes Brahms 
lymphony No.2 

J ohannes Brahms was born in Hamburg on May 7, 1833, and died in Vienna on April 3, 1897. The Second Symphony in D Major, Op. 73, was premiered by the Vienna Philharmonic under the direction of Hans Richter on December 30, 1877. Brahms himself conducted the work on the following January 10 at the Gewandhaus in Leipzig. The Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra most recently performed the work on Wednesday, September 16 and Thursday, September 17, 1998 under the direction of Neal Gittleman. More than any other creative musician of his time, Brahms had a sense of historical perspective and development and a reverence for music of the past. He studied the works of not only the more recent composers such as Schubert and Beethoven, but also those of Haydn, Mozart, and Bach. In his own works he sought to combine Classical forms with Romantic expression. The "progressive" composers chose to give first place to personal expression, often at the expense of form, but Brahms consistently used the traditional sonata form, adapting and reshaping it to his needs. In an age which produced numerous single-movement symphonic poems, Brahms adhered to the traditional four-movement pattern of the symphony with distinct breaks between movements. If these characteristics have contributed to the timeless and lasting quality of Brahmss work, they were often criticized by his contemporaries. No less a musician than Hugo Wolf, himself a highly gifted composer, wrote: W hat Dr. Johannes Brahms completely lacks: originality Brahms 

is an epigone of Schumann, Mendelssohn ... a mere relic of ancient remains, not a living member in the great stream of age ... The Notes are stuffed into the good old form according to the rules, and what comes of it is - a symphony But only belatedly did Brahms produce a symphony To him it seemed almost impossible to write in the symphonic mold after Beethovens Ninth. Ever aware of the Beethovenian legacy, he remarked, "You have no idea what it feels like, always hearing such a giant marching along behind one." Brahms spent more than twenty years on his First Symphony, finally completing it in 1876. Then, as if he had agonized enough for several symphonies, the Second Symphony was written in four months and performed the following year. Some writers have described Brahmss four symphonies as the four movements of a vast symphony: the dramatic Symphony No. l in C Minor as the first movement; followed by the lyrically pastoral Symphony No.2 in D Major and the idyllic and sensitive Symphony No.3 in F Major; with the elegiac Symphony No.4 in E Minor forming the Finale. The Second Symphony is Brahmss "pastoral " symphony, though of course the work does not carry such a subtitle, nor are there any programmatic indications of any sort in the Symphony Brahms spent the summer of 1877 in Portschach in Carinthia on Lake Worth, He grew to love the little village which he described as "replete with Austrian coziness and kindheartedness." The Symphony, too, 
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The Damnation of Faust Dramatic Legend in Four Parts, Op. 24 
Part I: The Plains of Hungary Part II: North Germany 

INTERMISSION 
Part III: Marguerites House Part IV: Marguerites House 
Cast 

Faust Mephistopheles Brander Marguerite 
John Aler Jeffrey Strauss David Michael Julia Bentley 

Concert Broadcast 
hosted by Lloyd Bryant WDPR-FM 88.1 WDPG-FM 89.9 
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