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THE ORDERING OF MOSES 
by R. Nathaniel Dett 

 
An oratorio for soli, chorus and orchestra with text based on scripture and folklore composed and set to music 
by R. Nathaniel Dett. 
 
 
Composer’s Note:  “The Moses here depicted is not the Moses familiarised to us by the other arts; especially by 
the work of Michaelangelo, whose statue of the patriarch has become symbolic.  At the time of this “ordering”, 
Moses was a shepherd, on a hillside—undoubtedly a young man—which explains the part being assigned to a 
Tenor voice.” 
  

TEXT OF THE ORATORIO 
THE WORD – BARITONE SOLO 
All Israel’s children sorely sighed; And unto God they sorely cried. 
All Israel’s children sighed And unto God they cried; 
‘Neath Egypt’s king they hard were tried; By reason of their bondage. 
 
CHORUS: By reason of their bondage, sorely. 
 
THE VOICE OF ISRAEL – ALTO SOLO 
O Lord, behold my affliction; My heart is turned within me; 
A darkening cloud is Thy anger. Thy hand is hard against me. 
My eyes and heart fall grieving; I walk alone in deep shadows. 
Oppressed and sighted in her mourning. Zion sighted in her mourning. O Lord! 
 
CHORUS: O Lord! 
 
SOLOS: God looked on Israel and heard her children groaning. 
He looked on her children groaning and had respect unto her. 
God looked on Israel and had respect unto her. 
 
ALL:  And had respect unto her. 
 
CHORUS: God looked on Israel and heard her children groaning. Mercy, Lord! 
He looked on her children groaning. Mercy, Lord! 
And from a burning bush, flaming, God spake unto Moses. 
 

GO DOWN, MOSES 
Go down, Moses, Way down in Egypt’s Land; Tell Pharaoh: “Let my people go!” 
Thou shalt lead thy people to the promised land. 
Go down, Take thy rod in thy hand, Thou shalt lead thy people to the promised land. 
For I have looked on Israel and have heard her children groaning, 
And I have respect unto her. “Go down, Let my people go!” 
 
THE VOICE OF MOSES – TENOR SOLO 
Lord, who am I to go unto Pharaoh, and why should I lead children to Israel? 
How shall they know Thou sendest me? What name shall I say unto them? 
What signs or wonders show? 
I am not eloquent, Have no gift of speech, Am slow of tongue! 
 
CHORUS: And God spake unto Moses saying, 



 
THE VOICE OF GOD – BARITONE SOLO 
“Who hath made a man dumb? 
Or who hath made his mouth speak? 
IS IT NOT I, JEHOVAH! 
 
BARITONE SOLO: Is it not I, Jehovah! Now therefore go! 
 
CHORUS: Jehovah! God of your fathers?” 
Now therefore go down, and I will be thy mouth; 
I will instruct thee what thou shalt say. Now therefore go! 
Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt’s land; Tell Pharaoh, Let my people go! 
Thou shalt lead thy people to the promised land; 
Go down, take thy rod in thy hand, Let my people go! 
I’ve looked on Israel, and I’ve heard her children groaning, 
And I have respect unto her. Let my people go! 
“Now go, I will instruct thee, Go down, Moses! Let my people go! 
 

AND WHEN MOSES SMOTE THE WATER 
 
THE WORD – BARITONE SOLO 
And when Moses smote the water, The children all passed over, 
When Moses smote the water, the sea gave way! 
 
CHORUS: And when Moses smote the water, The children all passed over 
When Moses smote the water, The sea gave way! 
Rejoice, children, and be glad, The sea gave way! 
 

MARCH OF THE ISRAELITES THROUGH THE RED SEA 
 
CHORUS: Ah. 
 

THE EGYPTIANS PURSUE 
 
BARITONE SOLO: And when they reached the other shore, 
They sang a song of triumph o’er. 
 
THE VOICE OF MOSES: I will praise Jehovah for he has triumphed gloriously, 
The horse and his rider he has o’er thrown in the midst of the sea! 
He is my God and I will praise Him; He has become the rock of my salvation. 
 
CHORUS: O hallelujah, hallelujah! Hallelujah, Let us praise Jehovah! Praise the Lord! 
 
BARITONE SOLO: Then did the women of Israel Gather with timbrels and dances; 
And Miriam gifted with prophecy, Answered exhorting then, saying: 
 
THE VOICE OF MIRIAM: Come, let us praise Jehovah, For his triumph is glorious, 
The clouds and fire are his chariots, The winds and waves obey him; 
Now all the armies of Pharaoh are sunk as stones in deep waters. 
The deeps stood up as the mountains When thou didst blow Thy breath upon them! 
 
CHORUS:  Hallelujah! 



 
SING YE TO JEHOVAH 

 
THE VOICE OF MOSES: Sing ye to Jehovah, for he has triumphed gloriously. 
 
CHORUS: Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power; 
Pharaoh’s hosts thou has cast in the depths of the sea! 
 
THE VOICE OF MOSES: Sing ye praise to Jehovah; Sing ye! 
 
CHORUS: He is King of Kings, He is Lord of Lords! 
Praise Jehovah, Sing together, Praise Jehovah, Great God of our Fathers; 
God the Great, I Am that, that I Am! 
Hallelujah, God the Great, I Am that, that I Am! 
Hallelujah, He is a Man of war. He is a Man of war, mighty is Jehovah, 
Mighty in battle, He has overthrown his foes. 
Hallelujah! Praise Jehovah, Hallelujah, Praise the Lord! 
Mighty is Jehovah, Mighty in battle. No God doth wonders like Him. 
O sing to Jehovah, Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord; 
Sing to Jehovah, Praise the Lord. Great I Am, that I Am, Praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah, Sing to Jehovah, Whose right hand is our salvation, O praise the Lord, 
Sing unto Him who hath triumphed. 
 
THE VOICES OF MOSES & MIRIAM: O praise ye, praise ye Jehovah, Praise His holy name! 
 
CHORUS: Ah. He is King of kings and He is Lord of Lords; 
Sing together, Praise Jehovah. Great God of our Fathers; 
Praise the Great I Am, that I Am, Hallelujah, I that Am, Hallelujah, 
King of kings and Lord of Lords Praise His holy name. 
Mighty is Jehovah, Mighty in battle! He has triumphed o’er His foes. 
O praise Him, Mighty in battle, No God doth wonders like him. 
Praise the Lord, Sing to Jehovah, Great I Am, that I Am, Praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah, Sing to Jehovah whose right hand is our salvation, Hallelujah. 
Praise the Lord, Hallelujah! Praise the Great I Am. 
 
THE VOICE OF MOSES: I will sing unto Jehovah, For he has triumphed gloriously. 
Jehovah is my strength and my song. He is my God and I will praise Him. 
Thou, Lord, in thy loving kindness 
Hast led the people, whom Thou hast redeemed! 
Jehovah shall reign forever! 
 
THE VOICE OF MIRIAM: The horse and his rider he hath thrown into the sea, 
And he is become my salvation. My father’s God and I will exalt Him. 
Jehovah shall reign forever! 



COMING UP IN OCTOBER 2024 
AT YOUR DAYTON PERFORMING ARTS ALLIANCE 

 

 
	

Dance	Studio	
Wright	State	University	
Creative	Arts	Center	
3640	Colonel	Glenn	Hwy	
Fairborn,	OH	45324	

October	6,	2024	at	2:00	&	7:30pm	

	 	

About the Program 
Momentum will feature the Dayton Ballet School Ensemble, DPAA’s pre-professional training program, 
performing an excerpt from the classic ballet Giselle. In addition, the new Dayton Ballet Studio Company 
will perform an excerpt from Le Corsaire and other works. Featured choreographers on Momentum 
include DBSE Co-Directors Megan Forney and Gabrielle Sharp, plus Dayton Ballet dancers Nic 
Bierwagen and Jasmine Getz, Elizabeth Sabol from the Dayton Ballet Studio Company, and DCDC’s 
Elizabeth Ramsey.  
 

Featured Artists 
Dayton Ballet School Ensemble 
Megan Forney, DBSE Co-Director 
Gabrielle Sharp, DBSE Co-Director 
Dayton Ballet Studio Company 
Brandon Ragland, Dayton Ballet Artistic Director 
 
 

Tickets	at	DaytonPerformingArts.org/tickets	
and	(937)	228-3630	



	
 

Victoria	Theater	 October	18,	2024	at7:30pm	
October	19,	2024	at	7:30pm	
October	20,	2024	at	2:30pm		

	 	

Program 
Coppélia Choreography by Robert Curran, Music by Léo Delibes  

	

About the Program 
 “Described as “visually stunning” and “magnificent,” Robert Curran’s Coppélia reimagines a classic ballet. 
Set in a small Midwestern town, Coppélia tells the tale of a lifelike doll in a windowfront. Mistaken by the 
townspeople as a young, mysterious woman, she provides an escape for a community preoccupied with 
the realities of war. With beautiful choreography and comical toy characters, Coppélia is the perfect way 
to start the Ballet season! (Note: This production of Coppélia will be performed to recorded music.) 
 

Featured Artists 
Robert Curran, Choreographer 
Brandon Ragland, Artistic Director 
Dayton Ballet Company 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Tickets	at	DaytonPerformingArts.org/tickets	
and	(937)	228-3630	



 
 

Schuster	Center	 October	26,	2024	at	7:30pm		

	 	

Program 
Separate Ways (Worlds Apart)    Escape	
Who’s	Cryin’	Now	 	 	 	 	 	 I’ll	Be	Allright	Without	You	
Wheel	in	the	Sky	 	 	 	 	 	 Lights	
Oh	Sherrie	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Foolish	Heart	
Girl	Can’t	Help	It	 	 	 	 	 	 Any	Way	You	Want	It	
Send	Her	My	Love	 	 	 	 	 	 Open	Arms	
When	You	Love	a	Woman	 	 	 	 	 Lovin’	Touchin’	Squeezin’	
Don’t	Stop	Believin’	
 

About the Program 
Dayton Philharmonic’s Rockin’ Orchestra Series opens with a tribute to the iconic rock band Journey! 
Relive the 70s and 80s with The Music of Journey, another collaboration with Jeans ‘n Classics. Journey’s 
catchy, emotive pop-rock hits are paired with an orchestra, rock band, and brilliant vocals. Get ready to 
rock with some of Journey’s most popular songs, such as: “Any Way You Want It,” “Separate Ways,” and 
of course, “Don’t Stop Believin’!” 
 

Featured Artists 
Jeans ‘n Classics Rock Band 
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra 
Patrick Reynolds, Associate Conductor 
 
 
 
 

Tickets	at	DaytonPerformingArts.org/tickets	
and	(937)	228-3630	



 
 

Schuster	Center	 October	30,	2024	at	11:30am		

	 	

Program 
Mozart	Don	Giovanni	Overture 
Weber Clarinet Concertino, op. 26 
Bricusse	&	Newley Pure Imagination 
Gilbert	&	Sullivan I Am the Very Model of a Modern Major-General 
Tchaikovsky Sleeping Beauty Waltz 
Smetana The Moldau 

 
About the Program 
Learn how music, opera, and dance come together to tell a story and evoke memories, emotion, and 
more. You’ll explore drama and comedy with Mozart’s Don Giovanni and take a musical trip down the 
flowing Moldau River with conductor Neal Gittleman. The Dayton Opera Artists-In-Residence and Dayton 
Ballet School Ensemble are your tour guides, accompanied by the 2024 Young Artists Concerto 
Competition Winner and the Dayton Philharmonic. 

 
Featured Artists 
Will Himmelgarn, Clarinet (2024 Young Artists Competition Winner) 
Dayton Opera Artists-in-Residence 
Dayton Ballet School Ensemble 
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra 
Neal Gittleman, Conductor 
 
 
 

Tickets	at	DaytonPerformingArts.org/tickets	
and	(937)	228-3630	




